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Monthly Meeting 

Saturday, September 17th, 1:30-3:30pm 

 

Presenters: Anjela Villarreal Ratliff and Gloria Amescua 
 

During the September APS membersô meeting, Anjela and Gloria will be present-

ing ñOpen-Ended Prompt Poetry Workshop.ò Participants will be guided through writ-

ing steps simultaneously using open-ended poetry prompts and lists of words to incor-

porate in drafting new poems. This dual process frees the subconscious and allows 

access to a deeper emotional level. Participants will leave with handouts and create at 

least one written piece by the end of the workshop. They should come prepared with 

pen and notebook, or other writing material. 

 
Location: Yarborough Branch Library ï 2200 Hancock Dr, Austin, TX 78756 

ώbh¢9Υ aƻƴǘƘƭȅ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜ ŀǘ ƻǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦϐ 
_________________________________ 

Anjela Villarreal Ratliffôs poems have appeared in numerous anthologies and literary print 

and online journals, including Lifting the Sky: Southwestern Haiku & Haiga; The Enigmatist; 

Blue Hole; Texas Poetry Calendar; di-v°rs®-city; Australian Latino Press; Boundless 

2016; Bearing the Mask: Southwestern Persona Poems; and forthcoming in Chachalaca Re-

view; Pilgrimage Magazine; and The Crafty Poet II: A Portable Workshop. Anjela has been a 

writing workshop presenter for youth and adults for many years. A native Tejana, she was raised 

in southern California, but has resided in Austin since 1990. 

 

Gloria Amescua is an inaugural CantoMundo fellow. A workshop presenter for youth and 

adults, she is an alumna of Hedgebrookôs Writers-in-Residence program. Gloria has been pub-

lished in a variety of print and online journals, including di-verse-city, Kweli Journal, Genera-

tions Literary Journal, Texas Poetry Calendar, Acentos Review, The San Antonio Express News, 

Pilgrimage, Lifting the Sky: Southwestern Haiku & Haiga, Bearing the Mask: Southwestern 

Persona Poems, and Entre Guadalupe y Malinche: Tejanas in Literature and Art, as well as the 

forthcoming The Crafty Poet II: A Portable Workshop. The author of two chapbooks, 

Windchimes and What Remains, she is currently working on a poetry manuscript. 
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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

Announcing Southern Writer's Journal, Joaquin, Texas. Tina Gibbs, Editor  southernwritersjournal@aol.com  
Southern Writer's Journal is a bi-monthly magazine for writers of every genre. Each issue contains articles on writ-
ing - we encourage writers to send in how-to articles on every aspect of writing. You may subscribe for $25 per year 
(6 issues). All articles must be 1000-2500 words. 'My First Sale' pieces - 500 words or less. Poetry - no more that 
25 lines - 5 poems per author. We offer our writers a credible byline and they may include a brief bio about their 
published credits. We do not offer payment for articles but we do offer a byline and honorable mentions to other 
editors. To subscribe to Southern Writer's Journal, simply use our Subscription button via PayPal.  

SEEKING POETRY-RELATED SHORTS  
FOR the APS WEBSITE 

 
Members, 
 
Where do you find poetic inspiration? Who first in-
troduced you to poetry? How has poetry changed 
your life? Do you have a funny poetic anecdote to 
share? APS is looking for short, poetry-related 
blurbs to post on our website homepage each 
month. If you're interested in providing a snippet of 
poetic prose, email us at: 

austinpoetrysociety@gmail.com.  

Blurbs should be 200-300 words long and accom-
panied by a photo of you. We look forward to hear-
ing from you! 

-Carie, APS Communications Director 

 

POETRY CARAVAN 

The Poetry Caravan still needs 
readers. Please volunteer to read. 
Contact Elizabeth Kropf for ques-
tions at: 

elizabethrebeccakropf@gmail.com   

You may also visit the APS website 
for details and to veiw the PC read-
ing schedule: CLICK HERE 

 

HELPFUL INTERNET  

RESOURCES FOR POETS 

 

Jacket 2  
òJacket2 offers commentary on modern and contemporary 
poetry and poetics.ó (Includes archived poet interviews) 

CLICK HERE   
 
Words on a Wire  
òWords on a Wire is a show about fiction, poetry, the writing 
community, the publishing world and whatever other issues con-
cern literary writers and readers of books.ó (Archived audio 

interviews of poets and writers)  CLICK HERE 
 
Modern & Contemporary American Poetry  (òModPoó) 

A free poetry online course. òModPo is a fast-paced introduction 
to modern and contemporary U.S. poetry, with an emphasis on 
experimental verse, from Emily Dickinson and Walt Whitman to 

the present.ó  CLICK HERE 
 
The Paris Review Interviews  
Archived interviews of poets and fiction writers. CLICK HERE 
 

mailto:southernwritersjournal@aol.com
mailto:austinpoetrysociety@gmail.com
mailto:elizabethrebeccakropf@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VXvgFvZOBK1eH9nyQaVUlNYOTOX3XCpjWaJ9goTGDW4/edit?usp=sharing
http://jacket2.org/
http://ktep.org/programs/words-wire
https://www.coursera.org/learn/modpo
http://www.theparisreview.org/interviews
http://www.austinpoetrysociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/PoetryCaravanLogo2.png
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Monthly Meeting: Saturday, October 15th, 1:30-3:30pm 

Location:  Yarborough Branch Library ï 2200 Hancock Dr, Austin, TX 78756.  

Presenter: Karla Morton (former Texas Poet Laureate).  

Further details forthcoming! Check the APS website for ongoing updates: CLICK HERE 

 

[NOTE: Winners of the September Monthly Contest will be announced at this meeting.] 

 

 

 

 

APS Critique Group: Saturday, October 29th, 1:00-3:00pm 

Bring 10 copies of a poem in progress to discuss with friendly fellow poets. The critique group is facilitated by 

Elizabeth Kropf. Email elizabethrebeccakropf@gmail.com with questions.   

Location:  Yarborough Branch Library ï 2200 Hancock Dr, Austin, TX 78756. 

 

 

!03 -ÏÎÔÈÌÙ 0/%429 #ÏÎÔÅÓÔÓ 
 
The Austin Poetry Society (APS) is dedicated to promoting poetry through its monthly and annual contests. To be eligi-
ble to enter the contests, you must be an APS member. Click here to join the APS today. 
 

APS sponsors Monthly Meeting Contests four times a the year, with submissions in September, November, January, and 

March. The judge will select five finalist poems in each contest. Announcement of the judgeôs decisions and popular 

votes occur at the meetings of the following monthsðOctober, December, February, and April. 

For each contest month, two contests are held, one for General Verse, and the other for Light Verse. Cash prizes for the 

first two places in each category are awarded to winners selected by a judge appointed by the Monthly Meeting Contest 

Committee. The judgeôs first place winners receive a $20 prize and the judgeôs second place winners receive a $10 prize. 

First place poems are published in Best Austin Poetry as a reward, too. 

The Meeting Contest Committee will appoint judges, giving preference to well-published, qualified, objective judges 

with demonstrated competence. Judgesô decisions are final. Their identities are concealed until announcement of the win-

ners. 

For more details and to read the Monthly Meeting Contest Submission Guidelines click here.       

  

http://www.austinpoetrysociety.org/?page_id=17
mailto:elizabethrebeccakropf@gmail.com
http://www.austinpoetrysociety.org/?page_id=7
http://www.austinpoetrysociety.org/?page_id=7
http://www.austinpoetrysociety.org/?page_id=922
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Angel Abitua had the following poems accepted for pubication:ñFighting the Fog,òaccepted by The Enigmatist, and ñA Direct 

Result of Lack of Passion," accepted by Blue Hole. 

Gloria Amescua will be reading two of her persona poems on Sunday, September 11th, 3 pm, at The Twig in San Antonio, 
for the Bearing the Mask: Southwestern Persona Poems anthology reading. Other contributing poets are also scheduled to read. 

Kaye Voigt Abikhaled's poem "Global Passage" was published in the Enigmatist, Vol. 11, 2016 (Georgetown, TX). "Latitude 

53 Degrees North," has been accepted for publication in Blue Hole, 2016. Also, Press 53 has asked for re-submission of "The 
Slow Hum of Bees" for future acceptance.  

Barbara Blanks has a new book out! It's called Flesh of the Sun: Life Above the Ground. It is available in paperback and eBook 
editions at Amazon.com and bn.com. It can also be ordered directly from her (with free author signature ;-) Details are at her website, 

www.barbara-blanks.com 

Mary Brananôs poem ñDriving Over Waterò will appear in the Oct/Nov, 2016, issue of Concho River Review. 

The inimitable Nathan Brown shares the glories and the pitfalls of relationship on Sept. 15, when he reads from My Salvaged Heart at 

Thirsty Thursday. We've got seats to spare in the Council Chambers at Dripping Springs City Hall, 511 W. Mercer St., so bring friends 
and visiting house guests along! Brown's reading begins at 7 p.m. and will be followed by an Open Mike session. September's suggested 

theme is "Integrity." If you need directions or more details, call venue host Nancy Fierstien at 512-858-2024.  

Claire Vogel Camargo is delighted to have poems in The Enigmatist 2016 ï haiku: ñrain-puddled yardò and San Pedro River Re-
view September 2016 ï ñThe Last Leg of the Road Home to Midland,ò and forthcoming in  Paths to Peace - Journey to Wholeness! 2016 

Art of Peace Tyler Anthology - ñPeace is a Plant,ò Waco 2016 WordFest Anthology ï ñSalutations,ò APS Best Austin Poetry 2015-2016: 
ñPoetôs Bloom ï The Color of My Pantoumò and ñOcean Salsa ï A Surrendering.ò She enjoyed the Alpine WLT Poetry Workshop 

taught by Scott Wiggerman. 

Elzy Cogswell continues excavating poems from his mind; he has written 2,324 now. His poem, "Where We Swim in the Real 
World," appeared in the NFSPS Encore Prize Poems 2015, winning first place of 124 submitted for the Peace Prize. The editor, Valerie 

Martin Bailey, called it "a social commentary written in delightfully lyrical lines." He encourages all APS members to join the Poetry 
Society of Texas to make themselves eligible for the contests of PST and the National Federation of State Poetry Societies. His poems 

"Messy," "A Blast of Sound," and "Freight Train Overhead" appeared respectively in Lucidity, The Enigmatist, and The Hancock Her-
ald. 

Linda Marie Cossa had her poem "Mitochondrial Eve" published in the 2016 edition of The Enigmatist, and her poem "hot and 

humid contritionsò has been accepted for the 2016 edition of Blue Hole.   

Nancy Fierstien will be a featured reader for the Austin Poetry Society Sept. 22 at 7 p.m., at New World Deli. She scored 2nd 
and 3rd Place prizes and one honorable mention in the APS Annual Contest results announced in May. Two poems, "Pretty Please?" and 

"It's Twice as Good as Gold Can Get," appear in the 9th annual Animal Tales anthology released by the Tablerock Poets in Salado in 
July. "Palatable Advice" will appear in the Waco WordFest Anthology coming out in October. In 2017, Columbia, SC's Muddy Ford 

Press will produce an anthology based on poems posted in 2015-16 on the Poets Respond to Race website. Nancy's poem, "A Wooden 
Cross Can Bear the Flames," will be included in that collection. Yet another project she's involved with is the creation of a writing con-

test for the Texas Night Sky Festival to be held in Dripping Springs on March 18, 2017. Festival organizers hope to offer cash prizes for 
poetry and essays, and Nancy says she'll appreciate all the help she can get to draft entry rules, get contest sponsors, find judges, make it 

all happen. Let her know if you'd like to help out, and be on the lookout here for more details as they develop. 

Amy L. Greenspanôs poem, ñThe Meaning of Dragonflies,ò was selected for publication in Blue Hole, 2016.  

Carie Juettner's chapbook, Death Can't Sleep, has been named a finalist in the Yellow Chair Review chapbook competition.  

Becky Liestman had the following poems accepted for publication: "She Doesn't Get Out Of The Airport Much" and "Father" 

were accepted by Where Rivers Converge, and "Grand Mound: A Sacred Prehistoric Site on the Rainy River," were accepted by Blue 
Hole.  

Gordon Magill has had his poem "The Tree Speaks to Itself" published in the 2016 edition of The Enigmatist, and his po-

em "Requiem for a Red-tail hawk" was accepted for the 2016 edition of Blue Hole. Gordon's persona poem "Navajo Code 
Talker" has been published in the 2016 anthology Exploring the Mask: Southwestern Persona Poems by Dos Gatos Press. 

Natalia Malesaôs poem "Woman Holding a Balance" will be appearing in The Enigmatist, and an untitled poem will be published in 

Haiku Journal 

http://bn.com/
http://www.barbara-blanks.com/
tel:512-858-2024
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Bryce Milligan has a new book of poems and prose poems, Take to the Highway: Arabesques for Travelers, published by West 
End Press. The paperbackôs publication date was September 1, 2016. His book is already receiving great reviews! Bryce  will be read-
ing from his new book at Malvern Books on Thursday, Oct 27 at 7 p.m. 

This past summer, Ben Nash had poems accepted in Red River Review and RHINO.   

Christa Pandey's poem "Fear" was published in the Enigmatist, "Icons" was accepted for the Waco Wordfest anthology, "If 
we must die" for the Tyler Peace Festival anthology, and "Evening Twilight" for Blue Hole. Transcendent Zero Press accepted her 

poem "Who would have thought" for an international anthology about Selfhood. But she also had three chapbooks rejected over the 
summer. ñOuch!ò 

Anjela Villarreal Ratliff had the following poems accepted for publication: ña colorful historyò was accepted by Blue Hole. ñA 

Certain Aftermathò was accepted by Chachalaca Review. ñPedacitosò was accepted by Pilgrimage. She also had two tanka accepted for 

two anthologies: TSA 2016 Membersô Anthology and Ribbons. Anjela will be reading two of her persona poems on Sunday, September 

11th, 3 pm, at The Twig in San Antonio, for the Bearing the Mask: Southwestern Persona Poems anthology reading. Other contributing 

poets are also scheduled to read. 

Susan Rookeôs poem ñAccident-Proneò (which first appeared in the June 2015 issue of inkscrawl) is a finalist for the 2016 Dwarf 
Stars Award, sponsored by the Science Fiction Poetry Association. The winning poem will be announced near the beginning of Octo-

ber. Her poem ñThe Helpful Manò will feature September 10th on the poetry blog of Danny Earl Simmons (on the Poems I Admire 
page, http://dannyearlsimmons.blogspot.com/p/poems-i.html). The poem first appeared in the 2014 Naugatuck River Review. Visit her 

website, http://susanrooke.net, to read her blog and view examples of her poetry and photos, and to find publication news about her 
fantasy novels. 

Rie Sheridan Rose announces the release of her new Chapbook, Overheard in Hell, now on Kindle (http://amzn.to/2cw8vmq) and 

coming soon to print. ñShort, dark poetry.ò   :)  

Shubh Schiesserôs peace poem, ñThe Peace Ultimate Triumph,òwas accepted for the Taylor Peace Fest anthology. She was also in-
vited to read poetry from her new chapbook, Sacred River, at WorldDeli on August 25th.  

Bradely Strahan would like to share that the latest issue of Visions just came from the printer and, as usual, it is packed with 

great stuff, including work by Texas poets Detrick Hughes, Vasilina Orlova, and Austin's estimable Lyman Grant. So don't for-
get that Visions will always be happy to see work from APS members. Bradley also had the following poems accepted: ñTheologyò -

  in The Anglican Theology Review; ñI Wanted it Allò  -  in SanPedro River Review. ñThe Real Lie  & Doors IIIò -  in Anima (UK).; 
ñAutumn Aftermathò -  in 3rd Wednesday; and ñBlues the world forgotò  & ñHipò -   in Valley Voices.  

Mark van Gelder won prizes for poems in 4 of the Austin Poetry Societyôs Annual Contest categories, which were announced at 
the ceremony on May 28th. His awards included 1st place for ñTo The Caregiveròðwhich will therefore appear in this yearôs Best 

Austin Poetry publication.  

 

 
Saturday, September 10th, 7-8pm. MALVERN BOOKS (613 West 29th Street, Austin, TX 78705). Kimberly Alidio Book 
Launch. Join us in celebrating the launch of Kimberly Alidioôs new poetry collection, After projects the resound. With read-
ings from Kimberly, kt shorb, and Morgan Collado. 
 
Sunday, September 11th, 4-6pm. MALVERN BOOKS (613 West 29th Street, Austin, TX 78705). Austin Writers Roulette. Fea-
turing a different monthly theme and line up of artists who love to perform their original written works such as poetry, essays, and 
spoken word. 
 
Sunday, September 11th, 3 pm. THE TWIG, in San Antonio. Bearing the Mask: Southwestern Persona Poems anthology read-
ing. Contributing poets scheduled to read: Carmen Tafolla, Christa Pandey, Mobi Warren, Linda Simone, Cindy Huyser, Gloria 
Amescua, Cyra Dumitru, Christine Wenk-Harrison, Anjela V. Ratliff, Patricia Bigelow, Lucy Griffith, and Jim LaVilla-Havelin. 
 
Thursday, September 15, 7-9pm. "Thirsty Thursday" in the Council Chambers at Dripping Springs. Join host Nancy Fierstien for an 
Open Mic.  
 
Friday, September 16th, 7-8.30pm. MALVERN BOOKS (613 West 29th Street, Austin, TX 78705). The Lion & The Pirate Un-
plugged. In association with VSA Texas and the Pen2Paper Creative Writing Contest, weôre delighted to present an inclusive 
(mic-less) open mic for writers and musicians.  
 
Friday, September 16, 3 pm. Story Group, hosted by Ralph Hausser. Share your written stories at Twin Oaks Library, located 

on 1800 South 5th at West Mary. All welcome! 

http://dannyearlsimmons.blogspot.com/p/poems-i.html
http://susanrooke.net/
http://amzn.to/2cw8vmq
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Saturday, September 17th, 7-8pm. MALVERN BOOKS (613 West 29th Street, Austin, TX 78705). Kimberly Lambright Book 
Launch. Join us in celebrating the launch of Kimberly Lambrightôs new poetry collection, Ultra-Cabin (2015 winner of the 42 
Miles Press Poetry Award). With readings from Kimberly Lambright and Ben Kopel. 
 
Sunday, September 18th, 4-5pm. MALVERN BOOKS (613 West 29th Street, Austin, TX 78705). Dave Oliphant Book Launch: 
Mar²aôs Book & Figures of Speech. Join us for an afternoon with writer Dave Oliphant, who will be reading from his new poetry 
collection, Mar²a�¶s Book, and sharing poems from the new edition of Figures of Speech, his translation of Chilean poet Enrique Lihnôs 
collected work. 
 
Friday, September 23rd, 7-8pm. MALVERN BOOKS (613 West 29th Street, Austin, TX 78705).  I Scream Social. Get your cones 
ready for I Scream Social, featuring young women poets and fiction writers from the Austin community.  
 
Saturday, September 24th, 7-8pm. MALVERN BOOKS (613 West 29th Street, Austin, TX 78705). An Evening with Tracey 
Knapp, Patrick Ryan Frank & Kimberly Lambright. Join us for an evening with poets Tracey Knapp, Patrick Ryan Frank, and 
Kimberly Lambright. 
 
Sunday, September 25th, 3-4pm. MALVERN BOOKS (613 West 29th Street, Austin, TX 78705). Miguel Gonzalez-Gerth 90th 
Birthday Celebration. Join us in celebrating the 90th birthday of esteemed poet, translator, educator, and editor Miguel Gon-
zalez-Gerth. Weôll be rejoicing with music, cake, poetry, friends, readings, and assorted literary shenanigans.  
 
Tuesday, September 27th, 7-8pm. MALVERN BOOKS (613 West 29th Street, Austin, TX 78705). Malvernôs Multi-Verse. Join us 
for a FREE monthly reading series, Malvernôs Multi-Verse, in which we explore the infinite possible (multi)verses of Austinôs boundless 
poetic universe! 

 
Friday, September 30th, 7-8pm. MALVERN BOOKS (613 West 29th Street, Austin, TX 78705). International Translation Day Cel-
ebration. We're celebrating International Translation Day with a reading featuring renowned translators Kurt Heinzelman, Lili-

ana Valenzuela, and Jamey Gambrell. 

Friday-Sunday, Oct 14-16: 7th Annual Georgetown Poetry Festival (held at Georgetown Library, Georgetown, TX) ð Readings 

by poets published in Blue Hole, The Enigmatist, and 2017 Texas Poetry Calendar. Also, free workshops, open mics, and featured read-

ings by Jim LaVilla-Havelin, Anne McCrady, Elizabeth Raby, and Enigma Thom, followed by an open mic. For more details con-

tact Joyce Gullickson: joycegullpoet@yahoo.com 
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